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Dear Leadership Albuquerque Class of 2022,
 
Congratulations! On behalf of the Greater Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce, 
I’m pleased to certify that you are a graduate of Leadership Albuquerque and 
celebrate your completion of this important program.  
 
The Chamber exists to make our city and state a great place to start and grow 
a business and a safe, exciting place to work and raise a family.  To that end, 
Leadership Albuquerque helps rising leaders take a deep dive into the issues 
affecting economic growth and quality of life in our community.  I hope you 
found our program days – on topics ranging from public safety and education 
to state government and the tourism industry – enlightening and rewarding as 
you engaged with experts and decision makers and built strong professional 
relationships with your colleagues.  
 
This year, as we celebrate you, the Chamber also celebrates just over 40 years 
of Leadership Albuquerque and its place in our city. Those years represent the 
collaborative learning and development of more than 1,500 of our city’s best and 
brightest leaders who are determined to make a difference, and you now have 
a place among their ranks. I hope you take what you have learned and use it in 
your day-to-day lives at work and in our community to make it stronger, safer, and 
more prosperous.
 
Wishing you the very best,  

Terri Cole
President & CEO
Greater Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce 

Dear Leadership Albuquerque Class of 2022, 

Congratulations on your graduation! It has been a pleasure to get to know you and 
learn alongside of you over the past year. As Chairs of the Leadership Albuquer-
que program, we appreciated your thoughtful questions for our presenters and the 
significant time you devoted to exploring the most important issues affecting our 
city and state. We hope you enjoyed your time in the program and built meaningful 
relationships with other professionals from across the Albuquerque area. 

Our community will always have a need for strong, knowledgeable leaders, but this 
is particularly true as we chart a “new normal” on the other side of the Covid-19 
pandemic. We hope you feel as confidently as we do that you are more than up to 
the task. 

You’ve had the chance to meet with some of the most widely-respected and 
influential decision makers and experts in New Mexico and across the nation. 
We worked to offer you the best experiences possible, and we thank you for your 
continued commitment to and participation in this program that we believe is so 
important to our community’s future. We hope you have found your participation 
in Leadership Albuquerque as rewarding as we have, and that you feel a renewed 
sense of purpose to help lead and grow the city and state we all love.

Sincerely,

Dale Dekker
Chair, Leadership Albuquerque
Founding Principal, Dekker, Perich Sabatini

Chris Dunkeson
Vice Chair, Leadership Albuquerque
Vice President, Comcast

CONGRATULATIONS!
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CLASS MEMBERS

Fabián Armijo
Executive Director 

Diveristy, Equity, & Inclusion
UNM Hospital

fjarmijo@salud.unm.edu

Noé Astorga-Corral
Attorney

Sutin, Thayer & Browne Lawyers 
NXA@SUTINFIRM.COM

Heather Bassett
Policy Analyst, Government Affairs 

Liaison
Albuquerque Public Schools
heather.bassett@aps.edu 

Kyle Biederwolf
External Affairs Manager

Comcast
kyle_biederwolf@comcast.com

Ryan Carmer
Tech Support Manager

Sandia Laboratory Federal 
Credit Union

rcarmer@slfcu.org 

Brandon Carrasco
Director of Customer Solutions

Unirac
brandon.carrasco@unirac.com 

Deneca Chino
Director of Business Development-Home 

Health Care
Ambercare 

DChino@ambercare.com

Thomas Cooper
Commercial Relationship Manager

Wells Fargo 
thomas.c.cooper@wellsfargo.com 

Nicole Castillo
Director of Contracting

Western Sky Community Care
nicole.castillo@westernsky

communitycare.com

Kristi Dorr
Director of Donor Impact

Albuquerque Museum Foundation 
kdorr@albuquerquemuseum

foundation.org

Kristin Elder
Senior Manager; Pricing, Reimb. 

VBC
Blue Cross Blue Shield NM

Kristin_Elder@bcbsnm.com

Sarah Ganley
Vice President, Surface Water

Bohannan Huston Inc. 
sganley@bhinc.com

Shedeh Hale
Director of Provider Services
True Health New Mexico 

shale@truehealthnewmexico.
com

Kristy Welton-Kidder
Business Transformation Manager

US Eagle
kkidder@useagle.org

Trey LaFleur
Director of Government Contracts

Molina Healthcare of NM
Trey.LaFleur@

molinahealthcare.com 

Lauren Kedge
Attorney 

Rodey Law 
LKedge@rodey.com  

Eric Fuller
Operations Supervisor
Albertson’s Market 

efuller@unitedtexas.com 

Leanne DeLange
Learning Officer

Directed Energy Directorate of 
Air Force Research Lab  

leanne.delange@us.af.mil 
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CLASS MEMBERS

Gary Loy
Commercial Enterprises Director
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center 
gloy@indianpueblo.com

Delana Mannion
Human Resource Administrator
UNM Health Sciences Center
DMannion@salud.unm.edu 

Jerry Matthews 
Senior Account Manager

Sunny505
jmatthews@griffinassoc.com

Mike McDuffie
Associate Director of Marketing

Dekker/Perich/Sabatini 
mikem@dpsdesign.org

Jason Peters
Director of General Accounting 

PNM Resources
Jason.Peters@pnmresources.com 

Claudia Rhodus
SVP Banking, Private Wealth

Bank of Albuquerque
crhodus@

bankofalbuquerque.com

Omni Warner
Director of Distribution Engineering 

& Grid Modernization
PNM Resources 

Omni.Warner@pnm.com 

Ramón Martínez
Senior Director, Member and 

Provider Solutions 
Western Sky Community Care 

  Ramon.J.Martinez@western
skycommunitycare.com

Christy Lounsbury
Health Sciences Center Budgets 

Administrator
UNM Health Sciences Center 
clounsbu@salud.unm.edu

Ashley Salazar
Chief Advancement and External 

Relations Officer
UNM School of Medicine

AsMSalazar@salud.unm.edu

Claudia Sánchez
Director of Marketing and Policy 

Holder Services
New Mexico Mutual 

claudias@
newmexicomutual.com 

Laura Sánchez
Chief Policy and Legal Advisor 

PNM Resources
Laura.Sanchez@pnmresources.com 

Marisa Sánchez 
Manager, Sponsored Projects 

UNM Health Sciences Center
MarSanchez@salud.unm.edu 

Rob Smith
Engineering Manager

New Mexico Gas Company
robert.smith@nmgco.com

Ashley Sterling
Senior Account Executive

Esparza Digital Advertising
ashley@esparza.com 

Misty Sanders
Director of Human Services

French Funerals & Cremations
mistys@frenchfunerals.com

Joseph Sánchez
State Director

AARP New Mexico 
jpsanchez@aarp.org

Chris Ricci
Director

CNM Community College
cricci2@cnm.edu
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CLASS MEMBERS

Mike Teske
Business Banking Relationship Manager

US Bank
michael.teske@usbank.com 

Steven Ulibarri
Field Director 

Excellent Schools New Mexico 
steve@excellentschoolsnm.org

Julie Taylor
Corporate Sales Manager

Hotel Andaluz
jtaylor@hotelandaluz.com 
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PROGRAM DAYS

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME
SEPTEMBER 16, 2021

Welcome to the Program: Goals, Expectations and Class Schedule
Dale Dekker, GACC Leadership Albuquerque Chair, Founding Principal/Architect, Dekker/Perich/Sabatini
Chris Dunkeson, GACC Leadership Albuquerque Vice-Chair

A Crash Course on the Chamber of Commerce
Scott Darnell, Senior Advisor for Policy, Planning and Operations, GACC

DiSC Assessment Results and Presentation
Michael Kocurek, Professional Coach, Better Life Communications

The City We Love: A History of Albuqurque
Leslie Kim, History Curator, Albuquerque Museum

KEYNOTE:

Michael Kocurek

10

K-12 AND EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
OCTOBER 27, 2021

Keeping Kids At The Center: An Overview of the State of 
Education in New Mexico
Amanda Aragon, Executive Director, NewMexicoKidsCAN

Albuquerque Public Schools: The Plans and Priorities of New 
Mexico’s Largest School District
Scott Elder, Superintendent, Albuquerque Public Schools

Show Me The Money: How the State Funds Public Education and 
the Evaluation of Early Childhood Programs
Charles Sallee, Deputy Director, New Mexico Legislative Finance Committee

Policymaking in Education
Mimi Stewart, Senator, Senate President Pro Tem

A Crash Course on Public Charter Schools
Matt Pahl, Executive Director, Public Charter Schools of New Mexico

Leading Schools and Lifting Students 
JoAnn Mitchell, Founder and Principal, Mission Achievement and Success Schools

Expansion Underway: Early Childhood Education and Care 
Programs in New Mexico
Michael Weinberg, Education Program Officer, Thornburg Foundation 

Amanda Aragon

GUEST SPEAKERS

Charles Sallee

Mimi Stewart

JoAnn Mitchell

Matt Pahl

Scott Elder

Michael Weinberg
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PROGRAM DAYS

Scott Darnell

GUEST SPEAKERS

Adolfo Méndez

Raúl Torrez

Vickie Duran

Harold Medina

Richard Anklam

GUEST SPEAKERS

Matt Thompson Gary Oppedahl George Sharpe Jeremy Turner

Laura Sánchez James Kenney John Stomp

Just How Dependent? The Contribution of Oil and Gas Production to New Mexico’s 
State Budget and Schools
Richard Anklam, President and Executive Director, New Mexico Tax Research Institute 

Oil and Gas Production in the Permian Basin, and Groundbreaking New Investments in 
Carbon Capture Technology
Matt Thompson, Director of Governmental Affairs, Occidental Petroleum

BlockEnergy Smart Platform: A Solar Powered Neighborhood-level Micro Grid
Gary Oppedahl, Vice President, Emera Emerging Technologies 

Understanding Energy (and Fracking): The Role of Fossil Fuels in Our Energy Future 
George Sharpe, Investment Manager, Merrion Oil & Gas

Harnessing the Wind
Jeremy Turner, Director of NM Project Development, Pattern Energy

PNM/Avangrid: A Major Merger 
Laura Sánchez, Chief Policy and Legal Advisor, PNM Resources 

The Clean Fuel Standard Act and New Mexico as a Hydrogen Energy Hub
James Kenney, Cabinet Secretary, New Mexico Environment Department 

Water Resources Management in the Rio Grande
John Stomp, Former Chief Operating Officer, Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority

Alternative Water Supplies: Brackish Water, Produced Water, and Recycled Wastewater
Kerry Howe, Director, UNM’s Center for Water and the Environment

Ben Baur

Margarita Chávez

Primer on Recent Criminal Justice System Changes
Scott Darnell, Greater ABQ Chamber of Commerce Senior Advisor for Policy and 
Programs and Former Director of the ABQ Innovation Team

Case Catcher: New Crime-Fighting Technology, Built in ABQ
Scott Darnell, GACC
Maggie Newman, Chamber Case Catcher Team
Adolfo Méndez, Chief of Policy and Planning for the Bernalillo County District Attorney

Prosecuting Crimes
Raúl Torrez, Bernalillo County District Attorney

Supporting Victims of Crime
Bernalillo County D.A. Victim Assistance Division

The Crime Strategies Unit: Technology in Policing/Prosecution
Adolfo Méndez, Chief of Policy and Planning for the Bernalillo County District Attorney
Vickie Duran, Victim Assistance Director and Acting Agent-in-Charge of Special 
Investigations for the Bernalillo County District Attorney

Policing in Albuquerque
Harold Medina, Albuquerque Police Department Chief of Police

Defending the Accused
Ben Baur, New Mexico Chief Public Defender

Panel: Understanding Behavioral Health Challenges, Initiatives, 
and Treatments in Bernalillo County
Margarita Chávez, Director of Bernalillo County Behavioral Health Initiative
Mariela Ruiz-Angel, Director of the new ABQ Community Safety Department

Catching Criminals, Running Prisons, and Lessons Learned Along 
the Way
Gregg Marcantel, Former New Mexico Corrections Department Secretary

Mariela Ruiz-AngelKerry Howe

NEW MEXICO’S ENERGY AND                  
WATER FUTURE
NOVEMBER 18, 2021

PUBLIC SAFETY, CRIME FIGHTING AND 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
DECEMBER 7, 2021

Gregg Marcantel



New Mexico Legislature 101: Second Session of the 55th Legislature 

January 18, 2022 – February 17, 2022 

The House: 70 seats (44 D, 25 R, 1 DTS) Democrat 

Majority 

All seats up in 2022 (every two years) 

The Senate: 42 seats (26 D, 15 R, 1 DTS) Democrat 

Majority 

All seats up in 2024 (every four years) 

Speaker: Brian Egolf (D – Santa Fe)  

Majority Floor Leader: Javier 

Martínez (D – Bernalillo) 

Majority Whip: Doreen Y. Gallegos 

(D – Doña Ana) 

Minority Floor Leader: James 

Townsend (R – Chaves, Eddy, Otero) 

Minority Whip: Rod Montoya (R – 

San Juan) 

President Pro Tempore: Mimi 

Stewart (D – Bernalillo)  

Majority Floor Leader: Peter Wirth 

(D – Santa Fe) 

Majority Whip: Linda Lopez (D – 

Bernalillo) 

Minority Floor Leader: Greg Baca (R 

– Bernalillo and Valencia) 

Minority Whip: Craig Brandt (R – 

Bernalillo) 

Standing House Committees: 

HAAWC – Agriculture, Acequias and Water Resources 

HAFC – Appropriations and Finance 

HCEDC – Commerce and Economic Development 

HCPAC – Consumer and Public Affairs 

HEC – House Education Committee 

HEENRC – Energy, Environment, and Natural Resources 

HGEIC – Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 

HHHC – Health and Human Services 

HJC – Judiciary 

HLVMC – Labor, Veterans and Military Affairs 

HLLC – Local Gov’t, Land Grants and Cultural Affairs 

HRC – Rules and Order of Business 

HRDLC – Rural Development, Land Grants and Cultural 

Affairs 
HTRC – Taxation and Revenue 

HTPWC –Transportation, Public Works, and Capital 

Improvements 

 

Standing Senate Committees: 

SCONC – Conservation 

SEC – Education 

SFC – Finance 

SHPAC – Health and Public Affairs 

SIRC – Indian, Rural and Cultural Affairs 

SJC – Judiciary 

SRC – Rules 

STBT – Taxation, Business and Transportation 

SCC – Committees Committee 

Committee Actions: 

DP – Do Pass (ties result in a table) 

DP/a – Do Pass as amended 

DNP – Do Not Pass 

CS – Committee Substitute 

w/o rec – Without recommendation 

tbld – Tabled by motion 

Drafting and Filing: Legislators work with the Legislative Council Service to draft and refine bills, amendments, and 

committee substitutes. Pre-filing of legislation began on January 3, and drafting and introduction of bills continues 

through February 2 (with one glaring exception). Pre-filed bills can be endorsed by interim committees, usually 

Legislative Finance or Legislative Education Study Committee. 

Bill: Proposed change or addition to existing law; requires Governor’s signature 

Memorial: Used to address or petition other governmental bodies (state agencies, tribal governments, US Congress, 

etc.) or honor groups or individuals 

Resolution: Used to express intent of a chamber or govern the business of a chamber; joint resolutions can be a 

mechanism for proposing constitutional amendments 

Committee Hearing: Sponsors and expert witnesses present bills to committee; committee asks for audience 

statements of support or opposition; occasionally asks for clarification from LESC/LFC/state agency representatives; 

committee members debate bill and question sponsor; committee members make motion(s) and votes. 

Floor Hearing: Presided over by the Speaker of the House or Lieutenant Governor in the Senate; bills must be read 

before the body three times on three different days (barring suspension of the rules) prior to debate and voting; only 

members of the body may speak on bills under consideration; the Lieutenant Governor can break ties in the Senate. 

Signing Period: From the last day of session to March 9, the Governor may sign or veto any bills approved by both 

houses; if not otherwise acted upon by March 9, bills are “pocket vetoed.” Legislature can vote to override a veto by a 

two-thirds majority of each chamber. 
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PROGRAM DAYS

Lawmaking at the Roundhouse and the Prerogatives of the 
Legislative Branch
Raúl Burciaga, Director of the Legislative Council Service

A Long Chat with Lobbyists: Understanding Their Role and 
Perspectives on State Government
Joe Thompson, Thompson Consulting
Jason Weaks, The Weaks Law Firm, P.C.
Rikki-Lee Chávez, Capitol Counseling and Consulting

Panel Discussion: Governing our City and County
Julie Morgas-Baca, County Manager
Charlene Pyskoty, County Commissioner 
Brook Bassan, City Councilor
Mike Puelle, Mayor Keller’s Chief of Staff 

The Role of Appointees in Government and Tips on Advising 
Decision Makers
Scott Darnell, Greater ABQ Chamber of Commerce, Former ABQ
i-team Director, and Former Deputy Chief of Staff to Gov. Susana Martínez

Tribal Governments in New Mexico
Stuart Paisano, Former Governor of Sandia Pueblo

Raúl Burciaga

GUEST SPEAKERS

Joe Thompson

Jason Weaks

Rikki-Lee Chávez

Julie Morgas-Baca

Charlene Pyskoty

Brook BassanMike Puelle

Agile and Responsive Workforce Development
Samantha Sengel, Vice President of Workforce and Community Success, CNM

New Mexico’s 20-Year Plan for Economic Growth
Alicia J. Keyes, Cabinet Secretary for the New Mexico Economic 
Development Department

TAXES: Understanding the Tradeoffs, Revenue Generation, and
Economic Impact of the Various Taxes Imposed in New Mexico
Jason Harper, State Representative, Ranking Member of the House Taxation 
and Revenue Committee
Tom Clifford, Tax Expert and Fmr. Cabinet Secretary for the Department of Finance 
and Administration

Space: Our Economy’s Next (Current!) Bold Frontier
Casey DeRaad, Founder and CEO, New Space New Mexico
Gabriel Mounce, Director, U.S. Space Force―Accelerator Program
Jason Lazich, Director of Infrastructure and Ground Services, Virgin Galactic

Spinning Bright Ideas into the Marketplace
Cara Michaliszyn, Director of Economic Development for UNM Rainforest Innovations

A Recap of the Recently-Completed Legislative Session: Economic
Development, Taxes, and Crime
Scott Darnell, Greater Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce

Growing Albuquerque
David S. Campbell, CEO, Mesa Del Sol, LLC
Kent Cravens, CEO, Greater Albuquerque Association of Realtors

GOVERNMENT DAY
FEBRUARY 4, 2022

Scott DarnellStuart Paisano

Partisan Control: 

 

State Senate Party Control 1992-2022: Year 
1992 1996 2000 2004 2008 2012 2016 2020 2022 

Democrats 27 
25 

24 
23 

27 
25 

26 
27 26 

Republicans 15 
17 

18 
19 

15 
17 

16 
15 15 

Independent 0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 1 

 

State House of Representatives Party Control 1992-2022: 
Year 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 

Democrats 52 46 42 40 42 42 42 42 45 37 38 33 38 46 45 44 

Republicans 18 24 28 30 28 28 28 28 25 33 32 37 32 24 25 25 

Independent 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

 

Sample Bill Abbreviation Key: 
SB 236: DISABLED VETERAN LICENSE PLATE OPTIONS     Sponsors: Senator Craig Brandt and Senator Ron Griggs 

First Day of Session Third Day of Session    Fourth Day of Session           Fifth Day of Session             

     Passed Senate Unanimously         Do Pass       Passed House Unanimously      Signed by Gov. on Feb. 4 and Chaptered 

 

SPREF [1] SCORC-SCORC [3] DP - PASSED/S (38-0)- HTPWC-HTPWC [4] DP - PASSED/H (67-0) [5] SGND BY GOV (Feb. 4) Ch. 42.  

 

Senate Pre-Filed Bill   Do Pass   Assigned to House Transportation, Public Works, and Capital Improvements Committee 

  Assigned to Senate Corporations and Transportation Committee 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
MARCH 10, 2022

Samantha Sengel

GUEST SPEAKERS

Alicia J. Keyes

Jason Harper

Tom Clifford

Casey DeRaad

Gabriel Mounce

Jason LazichCara MichaliszynScott DarnellDavid S. CampbellKent Cravens
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PROGRAM DAYS

TOURISM, CULTURE AND QUALITY OF LIFE
APRIL 21, 2022

DOWNTOWN TRANSFORMATION
JUNE 1, 2022

Mike Canfield Tania Armenta Monique Jacobson Al Tetreault

Brandon Garrett Peter TrevisaniStephanie Stowell

GUEST SPEAKERS

The Albuquerque Rail Yards: History, Uses, Opportunities and
Development Strategy
Lawrence Rael, Chief Administrative Officer and Chief Operating Officer, 
City of Albuquerque

Rail Trail: A Transformative Downtown Project
Ciaran Lithgow, Redevelopment Project Manager, Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Agency

Confronting the Challenge of Homelessness in Albuquerque
Carol Pierce, Director of Family and Community Services, City of Albuquerque

Events and Conventions: Important Business for Downtown
Karl Holme, General Manager, DoubleTree by Hilton Albuquerque
Ray Roa, CSEP General Manager Overseeing the Convention Center, Civic Plaza, 
Kiva Auditorium and ABQ Regional Sports Complex

RS21: A Thriving, Cutting-Edge Downtown Business
Charles Rath, President & CEO RS21

Downtown Forward: For the Love of Albuquerque
Tim Keller, Mayor of Albuquerque
Peter Kageyama, Community Development Consultant, Downtown Expert
Hakim Bellamy, Deputy Director for the City of ABQ Dept. of Arts and Culture
Henry Jake Foreman, New Mexico Community Capital Member
Kalika Davis, New Mexico Community Capital Member

Lawrence Rael

GUEST SPEAKERS

Ciaran Lithgow

Carol Pierce

Karl Holme

Ray Roa

Charles Rath

Tim Keller

The Indian Pueblo Cultural Center and New Mexico’s Identity as a Culture 
Destination
Mike Canfield, President & CEO of Indian Pueblo Cultural Center

Tourism Trends and Opportunities in the Albuquerque Area
Tania Armenta, President & CEO of Visit Albuquerque!

“New Mexico True”: The Birth of a Powerhouse State Brand
Monique Jacobson, former Cabinet Secretary, New Mexico Tourism Department and New Mexico Children, 
Youth and Families Department

Our Crown Jewel: The Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta
Al Tetreault, President of Balloon Fiesta Board of Directors

ABQ BioPark: The Most Visited Attraction in New Mexico
Stephanie Stowell, Director, ABQ BioPark

It’s Electric! Immersive Entertainment and Dining in Albuquerque
Brandon Garrett, CEO & Co-Founder, Electric Playhouse

“United” Around Soccer in New Mexico
Peter Trevisani, Club President, CEO, and Majority Owner of the New Mexico United

Peter KageyamaHakim BellamyHenry Jake ForemanKalika Davis
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PROGRAM DAYS

RETREAT AND GRADUATION
JUNE 15, 2022

The Times, They Are A-Changin’...
Dale Dekker, Founding Principal/Architect, Dekker Perich Sabatini

Find Your Why
Chris Dunkeson, Vice President of Operations at Comcast

Leading and Managing in a Multi-Generational Workplace
Jeffrey Vargas, President & CEO, Generationology

Reposition that Mirror: How to Envision the Habits, Behaviors 
and Systems of a Rising Leader
Jeffrey Vargas, President & CEO, Generationology

Negotiation: A Critical Leadership Skill
Elizabeth Suárez, President & CEO, Negotiation Unleashed

Leadership Albuquerque Graduation: Presentation of Diplomas
Michael Padilla, Senator 

Dale Dekker

GUEST SPEAKERS

Chris Dunkeson

Jeffrey Vargas

Elizabeth Suárez

CONGRATULATIONS 
LEADERSHIP ALBUQUERQUE 

               2022!CLASS OF

Michael Padilla
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THE GACC

2       PLAN of ACTION 2021-22

THE CITY WE LOVE
A Destination City
■ More than 6 million visitors to Albuquerque each year 

■ 20 Top Places to Visit in the U.S. (TripAdvisor, 2019)

■ One of the hippest cities in the U.S. (Insider)

■ Best Place to Live and Work as a Movie Maker in 2021

 (MovieMaker Magazine)

Outdoor Recreation
■ Top 50 city for outdoor access and recreation (REI/Trust for Public Land)

■ #8 - 2021’s Best Cities for Recreation (WalletHub)

■ One of the Best Places for Outdoor Enthusiasts to Live and Work, 2020  

 (SmartAsset)

■ Rio Grande River and its bosque runs through Albuquerque

■ Excellent hiking, biking, camping, skiing and much more! 

A Great Place to Live and Work
■ 310 days of sunshine each year, low humidity, and four distinct seasons

■ Average commute time of just 21 minutes

■ #11 – Best Cities for Work-Life Balance (Kisi)

■ #4 – Best Cities for STEM Workers (Livability)

■ Top 10 Remote-Ready Cities in the U.S. in 2021 (Livability)

■ Top 10 City for Women Working in Tech (SmartAsset)

■ 20 Game-Changing Places to Live (Sunset Magazine)

■ New Mexico: lowest property taxes in America (Tax Foundation)

Culture and Heritage – Like No Other Place in America
■ Founded in 1706 as a Spanish colony

■ New Mexico is home to 19 tribes and pueblos

■ ABQ boasts cultural assets like the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center

 and National Hispanic Cultural Center

■ Majority-minority city, home to 70 ethnic groups

■ Old Town, art, dance, museums – ABQ has it all!

Snapshot of Albuquerque
Population Estimates:
■ 560,000 – Albuquerque

■ 679,000 – Bernalillo County

■ 918,000 – Greater Albuquerque  
 (4-county metro area)

Size: 
■ 32nd largest city in America
 by population

■ Roughly 190 square miles

Racial / Ethnic Diversity:
■ 49.2% Hispanic

■ 38.9% White

■ 9.2% American Indian, Other, Mixed

■ 3.3% Black

■ 2.9% Asian

www.GreaterABQ.com       3

THE CHAMBER’S MISSION:
A Greater Albuquerque

FOCUS
Advocacy
■ A powerful voice on behalf of businesses

■ Driving policy changes – especially in the areas of  

 economic development, public safety, education  

 reform, and downtown transformation

■ Collaboration and engagement at all levels

 of government

Connections
■ Business to Government

■ Business to Business

■ Business to Resources – including critical information,  

 meeting space, trainings, and leadership development 

MISSION
Founded in 1917, we work with government, 

business, and community partners to promote and 

develop a welcoming business environment and 

thriving, diverse economy in New Mexico. Our goal is 

to make our city and state a great place to start and 

grow a business and a safe, exciting place to work 

and raise a family. 

OUR WORK INCLUDES
■ Policy analysis, convening, and negotiation

■ Lobbying decision makers

■ Benchmarking and best practices

■ Sector-by-sector business advocacy

■ Events with leaders and experts

■ Networking opportunities

■ Facilitation and coalition-building

■ DOJ Grant - crime-fi ghting initiatives 

■ Strategic public communication on behalf of businesses

■ News and information distribution

■ Promotion and support of our investors

■ Leadership Albuquerque

■ Albuquerque Reads education program

■ Issuance of certifi cates of origin

The Chamber exists to improve our city’s quality of life and promote a dynamic, growing economy in the Albuquerque 

metro area. We believe that when it’s easy for businesses to start, grow, and thrive, our entire community benefi ts.  

Together, we can build an even greater Albuquerque – one that is safe, exciting, and full of opportunities for

children, residents, and workers alike.

400 Tijeras NW
Albuquerque, NM 87102

505.764.3700

www.GreaterABQ.com
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Congratulations to

Kyle 
Biederwolf

and the

Leadership Albuquerque
Class of 2022

Your leadership is an inspiration to us all. Thank you for your continued 
commitment to our community. We are proud to have you on our Comcast 

team!

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 
ACHIEVEMENT, CLAUDIA!

We look forward to your continued leadership 
within our company and community.

Congratulations to the Class of 2022!

CLAUDIA SANCHEZ 
Leadership Albuquerque 
Class of 2022

Congratulations Jason, Laura and Omni for excelling 

in the Leadership Albuquerque Class of 2022 and for 

your exceptional contributions to PNM. New Mexico’s 

future is brighter with you leading the way.

Jason Peters Laura Sanchez Omni Warner

WHERE THEY LEAD, 
NEW MEXICO WILL FOLLOW.

LEADERSHIP ALBUQUERQUE CLASS OF 2022
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Congratulations  
Claudia Rhodus.

Bank of Albuquerque® and BOK Financial® are trademarks of BOKF, NA.  
Equal Housing Lender  . ©2022 BOKF, NA.

Your friends and colleagues are proud of 
your commitment to our community and your 
leadership at Bank of Albuquerque. 

Claudia Rhodus 
SVP, Private Wealth Banker III  
505.837.4267

505-764-4444 | SUNNY505.COM

Congratulations to the  
Leadership Albuquerque Class of 2022

We love helping 
organizations




